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tions came in time to be imposed and exacted. It is probable
that no Contributions at all were contemplated when the league
was first formed; but one of the causes which developed the
former empire was still at work, and the smaller states were
eager to compound for personal service by a money payment.
The Athenian financier Callistratus, realising how much depends
on names, avoided the hated word <jf>opos, and the colourless
" contributions " (enwraps) fixed by the ecclesia were collected
when in arrears by Athenian officials.1

But the basis of this league was insecure, and it had its
weak points both in East and West. It admitted the great
land power of Thebes, and the sphere of Athenian influence in
Asia Minor did not extend far inland. The great period of
Theban supremacy began with the battle of Leuctra in 371,
and parted the state from the alliance; the Euboean towns
followed the new leader, and were not recovered until 358.
The naval expeditions of Epaminondas severed other allies
from the confederacy; and in 357 came the breach with the
chief Eastern states which led to the Social War. The intrigues
of Mausolus, working on the fears of Chios, Byzantium, and
Rhodes, led them to believe that Athens was plotting against
their liberties;2 and this feeling, assisted by the distrust
inspired by new Athenian clenichies planted at Samos and
Potidaea, led to the revolt of the former states. They were
freed by the peace of 355; but a diminished number of
satellites of Athens still lingered round her until Chaeroneia
put an end to the shadow of a league and the last relics of
Athenian supremacy.8

The permanence of this confederacy would not have added
much to the constitutional history of Greece. It had in its
origin performed the service of restoring democracy to many of
the cities of the Aegean, but Macedon, after enslaving Greece,
took over the rdle of liberator of the Eastern cities from the
Persians. The gift of the Athenian Empire was perpetuated,
and a new epoch of Hellenistic civilisation, based on a free
political life, begins, which gradually merges, without essential
changes, into the period of the all-embracing protectorate of
Rome.

1 Harpocrat. s.v. <rtij>raj-ts.    For the     See Gilbert Stacdsalt. i. pp. 41C, 417.
collection of these dues, O.LA. ii. 62.         2 Dem. .pro Kliod. 3.     a Pans, i, 25,